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Community celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Molly Ruffing
Staff Writer

______________________________________

THIS

WEEK

On Monday, Jan. 20, members of
the Lawrence community engaged in
a variety of service opportunities for
the 17th Annual Lawrence University
Day of Service in honor of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Day.
Although this day was not recognized as a day of service at Lawrence
until 2003, Congress designated the
holiday as a national day of service
in 1994. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Day is the only federal holiday that is
observed as a national day of service,
and it is often referred to as a “day
on” as opposed to a “day off.”
Many Lawrence students, faculty
and staff engaged in this “day on” by
participating in off-campus volunteering opportunities and by attending on-campus teach-ins. Teach-ins
were staggered throughout the morning of Jan. 20, across campus. Each
of the informal lectures focused on
King’s message of equal rights for all.
Beginning at 9 a.m., Associate Vice
President of Finance Jenna Stone led
a presentation titled “Anti-Racism
101: Key Practices for White People in
a Multicultural Community.” Stone is
the co-convener of the Anti-Racism
White Affinity Group, which is a gathering of Lawrence faculty and staff
who identify as white and participate
in personal and professional development to better understand and challenge racism.
Also at 9 a.m., Adriana McCleer led
her talk, “Advancing Racial Equity in
Programming.” McCleer is the Community Partnerships Supervisor at
Appleton Public Library and her role
centers around overseeing programs,
community engagement, outreach
and partnerships related to teens and
adults.
At 10 a.m., Instructor of Gender
Studies Helen Boyd Kramer began
her discussion called “Black + Trans:
Intersectional Violence.” Instructor of
Music Education Leila Pertl also led
her presentation, “Creativity at the
Heart of Inclusive Community,” at
this time.
Beginning at 11 a.m., Assistant
Professor of Ethnic Studies Jesus
Smith led his discussion titled “AntiRacist Strategies and Solutions.”
Smith’s work largely focuses on the
intersectionality of race, gender
and sexuality and how that impacts
health.
Staff Counselor Krystal Light also
led her discussion at this time. Light’s
discussion, “Stigma and Disparity
within Mental Health Treatment,” fit
well into her dedication to de-stigmatize mental illnesses.
The teach-ins were spread across

Top left: Keynote speaker, Simon Balto is a professor of African American history at the University of Iowa.
Top right: The event was held in the Lawrence Memorial Chapel.
Bottom left: Carla Manns, winner of the Jane LaChapelle McCarty MLK Leadership Award and Pa Lee Moua, winner of MLK Educator award.
Bottom right: The four student winners of the Dr. MLK Jr. student essay contest.
Photos by Sarah Navy.

campus with locations including
residence halls, the Warch Campus
Center and the Diversity and Intercultural Center. These informal lectures
ranged in their intensity of topic from
introductory to advanced.
After learning about the struggles
that the community faces, many
people decided to give back by participating in an off-campus service
opportunity. Volunteers gathered
in the Somerset Room of the Warch
Campus Center in the afternoon
before departing to their specific
location.
Before dismissing the different
groups, Director of the Volunteer and
Community Service Programs Kristi
Hill shared some words about the
day. She explained that, on this day,
the Center for Community Engagement and Social Change sought to
“celebrate the contributions of a
man who taught the virtuous ideals

junior Papo Morales.
Morales informed the room that
his vision of the day was not actually
one of service. He preferred to refer
to it as a day of support. Morales
continued, “How fruitful and amazing
it is just to support someone else.”
Morales then provided questions
for the volunteers to consider as they
went out into the community. He
posed the following questions: What
can I do to help? Why is it that we are
choosing today to volunteer? How are
you different after today? Volunteers
were also encouraged to be mindful of
three words throughout the day: love,
community and kindness. With these
sentiments in mind, the volunteers
were then dismissed to their locations.
Two groups went to the Boys and
Girls Clubs of the Fox Valley where
volunteers facilitated discussions
about King’s messages through lit-

supported the food bank by assisting
with packaging, labeling, sorting and
cleaning projects. Through volunteer
support, the food bank works with
a network of hunger relief partners
to distribute more than 18.3 million
meals a year to people in eastern
Wisconsin. This opportunity was
supported by the Lawrence University
Food Recovery Network.
Volunteers also ventured to the
Fox Valley Humane Society where
they helped with various projects,
including dishwashing and laundry.
They were also given time to socialize
with the animals at the shelter. This
opportunity was supported by People
for Animal Welfare.
At Riverview Gardens, volunteers
assisted with land management tasks
and hoop-house winterization, and
worked in the newly constructed
greenhouse. Riverview Gardens is a
community space as well as an urban

together with villagers to make gifts
of appreciation for others, including door decorations, homemade
flowers and letters of kindness. This
opportunity was supported by the
Building Intergenerational Relationships group.
With the various teach-ins and
volunteering opportunities, the
Center for Community Engagement
and Social Change sought to provide
a gamut of possibilities for students,
staff and faculty to engage in the day
of service.
The day culminated in a celebration of King’s life in the annual Fox
Cities MLK Jr. Day celebration held
in the Memorial Chapel on Monday
night. The event featured keynote
speaker Simon Balto, an African
American history professor at the
University of Iowa. Balto’s talk emphasized King’s radical ideas regarding economic equality and how that is

of courage, truth, justice, compassion, dignity, humility and, of course,
service.”
Hill continued, “Our goal today
is to empower the individuals we
are serving, strengthen our communities and build bridges to get us
closer to Dr. King’s vision.” Hill then
introduced the Service Corps Access
to Education Program Coordinator,

erature. After reading books that centered around King’s vision, children
and volunteers created a community
art project that represented the theme
of the day. This opportunity was
supported by the Lawrence Assistance Reaching Youth program, the
Volunteers in Tutoring at Lawrence
program and the Little Vikes.
At Feeding America, volunteers

farm that provides on-the-job training to people with barriers to stable
employment. This opportunity was
supported by the Sustainable Lawrence University Garden.
A group also went to Brewster
Village, which provides short-term
rehabilitation and long-term nursing home services to individuals in
the community. Volunteers worked

often forgotten today.
In addition to the keynote address,
the celebration recognized the essays
of local students who won the Dr.
MLK Jr. student essay contest and
the achievements of outstanding local
educators and activists.
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Russian-born journalist delivers Convocation on social change
McKinley Breen
Staff Writer

_____________________________________

On Thursday, Jan. 16, Masha Gessen, a Russian-born journalist and
author of over a dozen books on Putin, Trump and totalitarianism, spoke
at Convocation. Gessen’s talk was
entitled “The Parallel Polis” and is the
theme of a book they are currently
working on. A parallel polis is a separate group inside of a current state
that attempts to try and answer some
of the problems in the current system
on a small scale, usually started by
an extra-governmental organization. Gessen’s talk had an interesting

premise, speaking as someone born
under the totalitarian oppression of
the Soviet Union to a group of openminded Lawrentians.
According to Gessen, as long as
they could remember, they held the
idea that if you were to imagine a utopian society and put it into practice,
it would immediately fall apart into
totalitarianism. And being born into
the Soviet Union, this idea seemed
logical, and it was one Gessen never
questioned. However, the idea behind
their next book is that of, what if we
were to question that notion, that our
ideal may actually be able to stand up
to the vices and dangers of humanity?

To answer this question, Gessen
told of the interesting places they
have travelled to, beginning with
Detroit, a city that to the American
zeitgeist has many negative connotations. However, in that city on the
brink, there are attempts to bring it
back. For example, urban farming has
allowed many people to participate in
co-ops, bringing fresh food onto the
table and extra money for families
who are able to sell their produce at
farmer’s markets. While urban farms
will not bring back the hundreds of
thousands of people who have left the
city, it can provide an idealistic model
for moving forward, especially to a

city that so many have written off as
dead.
Their next example was Finland.
Finland has a highly developed welfare state and recently conducted an
experiment on a Universal Basic Income, or UBI. While that experiment
was regarded as a failure, Gessen believes that the wrong questions were
asked. The study looked at if people
were more likely to find a job or get
out of poverty via the UBI, and this
was not the case. However, Gessen
actually went to Finland and interviewed people who got the UBI and
they said it was great, not because
they could now be lazy — and keep in

mind, in a welfare state like Finland,
most of those people were already
getting the money. Rather, now they
could live with far less anxiety about
whether they were going to be able to
eat, or if their disability paperwork
was going to go through.
These examples, and several others, from Israel to Colombia, all drew
Gessen to the conclusion that it is, in
fact, possible, for a state or a small
group of ordinary citizens to change
the way things are done for the better,
without letting it fall to corruption.

Upcoming Events

Great Midwest Trivia Contest - Fri. 1/24 10 p.m. to Sun. 1/26 11 p.m. - WLFM Radio
Lunar New Year - Sat. 1/25 - 6 p.m. to 10
p.m. - Esch Hurvis
Saturday Movie “Brittany Runs a
Marathon” - Sat. - 8 p.m. and 10 p.m. Cinema
Open Gamelan Workshop - Sun. 1/26 - 2
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. - Mursell House (422 E.
Washington St.)
SOUP Winter Carnival: Broomball 101 Mon. 1/27 - 4:30 p.m. - Ormsby Lake
Cultural Competency Lecture - Tues. 1/28
- 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. - Esch Hurvis
Classics Week Play Reading: Euripides’
Medea - Tues. 1/28 - 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
- Memorial 002
Chronic Illness Support Group - Wed.
1/29 - 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. - Sabin House

World

News

Compiled by McKinley Breen
Niger

China

Australia

Lebanon

Yemen

On Thursday, Jan. 9, 89 Niger
soldiers were killed after a group
of militants attacked a military
base. This comes after an attack
last month that left 71 dead. These
and other attacks in the region
are a part of an ongoing war with
jihadist militants who have inflicted serious damage on the region in
the past year. Several French helicopters were shot down and the
government is getting increasingly
desperate in trying to deal with the
insurgents. (CNN)

A new virus, a type of coronavirus,
sprang up in Wuhan, China just last
week. It is thought to have spread
from animals and has infected over
300 people, six of whom have died.
The virus has infected many major
Chinese cities such as Shanghai and
Beijing. The first case in the U.S.
appeared on Jan. 20, when a man in
Washington state who had returned
from Wuhan on Jan. 15, contracted
the virus. North Korea has reacted to
the outbreak by temporarily closing
its border with China. (BBC)

Recent rainfall in Australia has
managed to give firefighters some
reprieve in combating the raging
inferno. While fires continue to burn,
the rain has managed to slow their
spread considerably. Unfortunately,
the rains have come at a cost: flash
floods and power outages were
reported in some states. While the
rains are welcome, the government
remains wary for the future as the
fireforecast is still extremely high,
with no end in sight. (The Guardian)

Lebanon has just announced the
formation of a new government.
Since last October, when the prime
minister resigned due to corruption
charges, Lebanon has been without
an effective head of state. Over the
weekend of Jan. 18-19, protests
wracked the nation’s capital, with
over 500 people injured. Now, however, the party Hezbollah and its
allies have clinched a new cabinet,
with the primary goal of fixing the
worst economic recession the nation
has had in decades. (Al Jazeera)

At least 80 Yemeni soldiers were
killed while in prayer and 130
more were injured in a missile
attack on a mosque. The attack
came from the Houthi rebel group,
who are backed by the Iranian
government. This attack is just
one in a years-long civil war where
Yemen, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates are allied
to fight Iranian backed separatists
across the region. (CNN)
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Grinnell vanquished; Vikings victorious

Gannon Flynn
Staff Writer

______________________________________

With a chance to impress
Lawrence’s basketball alumni, the
Vikings succeeded with a win against
Grinnell in men’s and women’s basketball.
Men’s basketball began first on
Saturday, and the tempo was set early
on; despite the Pioneers managing a
25-17 lead to begin the game, a 15-5
stretch by the Vikings secured a solid
12-point lead midway through the
first period. This would be the very
last time Grinnell held a lead for
the rest of the game, as six of eight
Lawrence players to touch the floor
scored over 20 points, with junior
Bryce Denham leading the team
with 28. Sophomore guard Brandon
Danowski barely missed a triple-double with a 10-18-9 finish, and by the
end of the first half, the Vikings held
strong and kept a 60-46 lead. Coming
out of halftime, Grinnell gave the
Vikings a scare by cutting the lead
60-56, but the Vikings refused to let
them keep the game close, making a
few quick runs and settling back at
75-58.
The Pioneers were unable to
make any lasting pushes, and despite
their short bursts of scoring, the
Vikings came out on top 118-106.
Key to the victory was Lawrence’s
dominance in the paint, as they sliced
up Grinnell’s interior defense to the
tune of 78 points. Major advantages
in rebounds (46 to 33), assists (38
to 24) and fastbreak points (32 to 6)

STANDINGS

exemplified the Vikings’ dominance
in the matchup. The win put the team
at 8-7, with a conference record of an
even 4-4.
The women’s matchup ended
just as favorably, closing the Pioneers
out by the end of the third quarter.
Their stellar defense (0-9 from the
field) that included four forced turnovers held Grinnell without a single

Above: First-year guard K.J. Davis skies for a layup.
Photo by Georgia Greenberg.

point for just about seven minutes,
and between good shooting at the line
and multiple three-point shots made
consecutively by freshman KJ Davis
and senior Grace Minogue, Lawrence
went from a four-point deficit to lead
52-37, and the Pioneers simply could
not recover.
The win featured a double-double from Lawrence’s star forward

junior Kenya Earl, who scored 19
points and collected 15 rebounds. The
statement win by the Vikings raised
their record to 5-10, and their conference record to 2-6. They will need
to carry this energy forward, as their
next two opponents (Knox and Beloit)
will face them in away games, where
their record is 0-6.

Athlete of the Week
Evan Cline

HOCKEY
North Division
TEAM		
Marian
St. Norbert
Lawrence
St. Scholastica
Finlandia
South Division
Lake Forest
Aurora
Adrian
Concordia
Trine
MSOE

OVR
12-4-1
8-8-2
5-11-1
5-12-1
4-13-2
14-2-1
11-5-3
9-5-3
10-5-2
8-8-1
6-7-4

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
Ripon
9-0
13-3
Monmouth
7-2
12-4
Cornell
5-3
8-6
Lake Forest
5-3
8-7
Grinnell
5-4
9-7
Knox
4-5
9-7
Illinois
4-5
8-8
St. Norbert
3-6
4-12
Lawrence
2-7
5-11
Beloit
0-9
2-14
MEN’S BASKETBALL
TEAM
MWC
OVR
St. Norbert
9-0
14-2
Monmouth
7-2
12-4
Lake Forest
5-3
8-7
Grinnell
5-4
9-7
Ripon
5-4
9-7
Lawrence
4-5
8-8
Beloit
3-6
5-11
Cornell
2-6
7-8
Knox
2-7
6-10
Illinois
2-7
4-12

By Kelli Quick

Standings are courtesy of
www.midwestconference.org

SPORTS BY THE
NUMBERS
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

Evan Cline is a senior hockey goalie hailing from Freeland, Michigan. So far
in his career here at Lawrence, he has saved 1,956 shots and earned Player
of the Game honors 69 times. Cline started playing hockey when he was six
years old, but most recently Cline was recognized as Viking of the Week after
saving 31 of 32 shots against the #3 ranked UW-Eau Claire Blugolds.
Kelli Quick: Why did you choose to play goalie? How does that position
compare to the others in the game?
Evan Cline: I decided I wanted to be a goalie because I selfishly didn't have
to get off the ice for a shift change. Also, when I would play with my family
friend who got me into hockey I wasn't as fast as him, so the only way I could
keep up was if I played goalie. As far as how the position of goalie compares
to the other positions, it's a different mindset and physical demand. It's a nice
set up because I don't really have to skate long distances, I stay in the small
blue crease. But the trade-off is that when I make a mistake it's pretty obvious.
I think ultimately the biggest difference between goalies and the rest of the
players on the ice is how much more mental focus goalies need at all times.
KQ: How do you cope with the pressure that comes with being a goalie?
EC: I used to get really nervous before games, stomach in knots type deal. I
got to a point where I just enjoyed the nerves. It's really corny, but I remember
my dad telling me to just use the nervous energy. If I could control my nerves
then my nerves couldn't control me.
KQ: Could you describe one experience in which you were in a shootout?
What was going through your mind? How do you prepare yourself in that
situation? Do you do anything different?

EC: I have been a part of one shootout here at Lawrence, and it was my freshman year. When a shooter comes down, I try and clear my head of everything
but the thought of stopping the puck. Physically, I try and match the shooter's
speed and I let the shooter make the first move.
KQ: What’s your favorite memory on the hockey team here at Lawrence?
EC: My favorite memory in my Lawrence hockey career came during my
sophomore year when we made playoffs. It was a great feeling because of the
way we ended the season my freshman year. I'm excited for this year to get
back into the playoffs.
KQ: What’s one of your favorite quotes that a coach has ever said to you?
EC: He's more of a life coach, but Kenny Powers once said, "Fundamentals
are a crutch for the talentless," and I always liked that quote. At some point,
you've got to have confidence and that is what I get from that quote.
KQ: If you had to ask your teammates what sport they think you would be
the worst at what would it be and why?
EC: I'm pretty terrible at baseball. If any of my teammates have ever seen me
try to throw something then there is no way they would think I am any good.
KQ: What’s your favorite sports team?
EC: My favorite sports team is probably the Lawrence University Vikings.
Aside from that, I would say the Detroit Red Wings.
KQ: Vanilla or chocolate?
EC: Chocolate ice cream, but vanilla waffles.
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Performer of the Week
awards this year for seniorrunner Joe Kortenhof
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Women's basketball held
Grinnell to single digits in
the third quarter during
Alumni Night

22.7

Junior Brad Sendell leads
the Midwest Conference in
points per game
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By Celeste Reyes

Ink
By Allegra C. Taylor

Color in this drawing!

Best Picture Nominee
Alignment Chart
By Mary Grace Wagner

Want to work for
THE LAWRENTIAN?
Visit lawrentian.com/
apply
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Last Week’s Answers

By Alex Dahl

In Plain Sight
By Tia Colbert

Eternal

Across
1. Movies like Home Alone and
Night at the Museum, e.g.
3. Batman publisher
5. McCartney or Starr
6. School in Gainesville, abbr.
8. Sign of August
9. African antelope
10. A trip for the environmentally conscious
12. Eats like an animal
13. Seven in Pisa
14. Cry for help at sea

Down
1. Reese’s ______
2. Dances, slangily
3. There are two per baseball
stadium
4. A small parrot
5. Something to do on SLUG
Hill
7. Animal skins
11. Band that plays the official song of Trivia (Play Trivia! Jan
24-26!)

Lore-ence

“New chef comes to campus”
The following story is satire. All events and characters are
fictional.

By Claire Zimmerman

One of Lawrence University’s
main draws for prospective students
is its dedication to sustainability.
Food waste reduction is a prime area
for improvement, and Lawrence has
been trying out different methods to
be more sustainable in its food consumption for years. While Lawrence
has a food waste reduction program
through the Food Recovery Network
that works very well, recently they
have been considering taking it one
step further. Bon Appetit has just
announced that they are going to
hire a food repurposing chef, who
will make new meals from older
ingredients.
The idea came about when Bon
Appetit had a massive surplus of
mashed potatoes last fall. Usually,
a food reduction group would have
handled it, but there were too many
mashed potatoes for any group of
people to handle. The sheer amount
of mashed potatoes were offloaded
to the area behind Warch. Ducks
fed on the white goo and became
bloated. At the request of many
concerned citizens, the city directly ordered Lawrence University to
never remove food waste in that way
again. If you see an unusual number
of ducks roaming the campus this
winter, it is due to their inability to
fly south given their recent weight
gain. They have enough reserves to
last them the winter, but it is still
concerning, nonetheless.
In an attempt to amend their
mistake, Bon Appetit has hired a new
chef, Linda Makemore. Makemore
is world-renowned for making old
food into new meals. Her greatest
feat was using the same ingredients
in a meal series for three months
straight. While the final product may
have been full of mold, Makemore’s
fans insisted that it was delectable
and that any person would be lucky
to try it. Bon Appetit hopes that
Makemore will bring some of this
magic to campus this term.

As Makemore’s first test, the
mashed potato catastrophe was recreated. Every Bon Appetit worker
was rumored to be called to duty
to produce an enormous amount
of mashed potatoes. They spent
the early hours of the day fervently
peeling potatoes and mashing away.
Finally, 50 vats of mashed potatoes
were ready for action.
Students ate the meal ravenously, but it was not enough to finish off the massive reserves. 30 vats
of mashed potatoes were left over.
Makemore was called in to fix this
issue. We talked with Makemore
about her efforts. She said, “I had
never seen anything quite like it.
I’ve worked with large quantities of
food before, and I never back down
from a challenge. I ordered for a lot
of the mashed potatoes to be reused
as is the next day, but took 10 vats to
work with.” A gleam danced in her
eyes as she explained the process.
Makemore repurposed the
mashed potatoes into a dessert. She
added a large amount of sugar to the
vats, some egg yolks, heavy cream,
vanilla, and went to work. The blend
was distributed into small pie shells
and were baked for a short time. She
sprinkled sugar on top and caramelized each one with a blow torch. She
was reportedly very excited about
her mashed potato turned crème
brulee dessert.
No one complained to
Bon Appetit, which automatically
deemed the meal a resounding success. Bon Appetit is planning to ask
Makemore to return to apply her
skills to other under-consumed mass
food batches. Be on the lookout for
some fun surprises in your meals
this term.
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Ian Findling

Christopher Fink public reading

Staff Writer

_________________________________________________

Students and staff had the pleasure of
attending a book-reading at Main Hall this past
Tuesday with special guest, author and professor of English and Environmental Journalism
at Beloit College, Christopher Fink. Fink has
been the editor-in-chief of the Beloit Fiction
Journal since 2005.
He currently has two published works of
fiction, “Farmer’s Almanac” published in 2012
and “Add This to the List of Things That You
Are” in 2019. He has published dozens of essays
and short stories since 2000 and earned his
Ph.D. in creative writing from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.
In attendance at the reading were several
members of the English faculty, the entire roster of this term’s Advanced Creative Writing
students, who Fink was generous enough to
visit and participate in discussion with in-class,
and a few other curious individuals.
The event kicked off with an introduction
from Lawrence’s own professor of English and
Creative Writing — also an acclaimed author
of several published works — David McGlynn.
McGlynn’s words were brief, but eloquent.
Giving personal anecdote about his time as a
professor, author and resident of Wisconsin,
McGlynn soon welcomed Fink to the stage with

Reily McGee

Author Christopher Fink’s collection of short stories from his public reading.
Photo by Ian Findling.

a healthy round of applause.
Fink shared aloud a compelling character piece entitled “Three Ps”, a short story
taken from his recently published collection,
“Add This to the List of Things That You Are.”
Intimate, engaging and phenomenally vivid,
“Three Ps” follows a photographer whose selfreflections of a less-than-satisfactory, decadelong career push him to pursue answers to

profoundly personal questions.
Albeit brief, Fink delivers his character’s
voice with elegance, leaving the reader in a state
of contemplation and satisfaction found only
in stories which ask provocative questions and
give unexpected, though oddly fitting, answers.
Fink took questions from both Professor
McGlynn’s Advanced Creative Writing class
before he took the stage and from the audi-

ence after the reading. When explaining the
inspiration behind his collection of stories, Fink
confessed to being “fascinated with failure” and
deeply invested in character studies.
Indeed, failure and the struggle of accomplishment are among the many unifying themes
connecting his otherwise independent, geographically and spiritually distinct stories. Fink
explained each setting within his collection was
one he had personally been to and had drawn
inspiration from — for instance, “Three Ps”
is set in Stresa, a resort town on the coast of
Italy’s Lake Maggiore, a setting visited by Fink,
who found its mood perfect for the setting of a
conflicted photographer.
Fink’s primary focus, however, is character. He discussed his fascination with unique
individuals of every kind, and how the characters on which his stories focus on are drawn
from both external and internal inspiration.
“Every story is an autobiography, in a way,”
Fink explained, “But, at the same time, every
word on the page is made up.” His mixture of
inspiration resonates well with the characters
found within the pages of his collection, as was
shown in his reading.
Fink lingered afterward to answer individual questions, promote his new publication and
to sign copies of his collection for those who
had already bought and brought them.

Player’s Perspective: Joseph Wetzel

Columnist

_________________________________________________

Imagine being 11 years old again. The
world was a very different place back then.
There was still so much to see, to explore, to
understand about the world around you. For
senior linguistic anthropology major Joseph
Wetzel, a moment came at this age where his
father entrusted him with “Neverwinter Nights”
(BioWare, 2002).
Wetzel told me this was not the best game
ever, but it opened his eyes to a whole new type
of play in games: “[‘Neverwinter Nights’] is a
“Dungeons and Dragons” computer game adaptation. It was a weird game to get because it was
rated ‘T’ for Teen. It was very much an older
kid’s game.”
“Dungeons and Dragons” (Wizards of the
Coast, 1974) and “Neverwinter Nights” share
role-playing aspects and character creation
pioneered by the former. Character creation in
these games involves rolling dice to fill different
stats like “strength” and “dexterity” which will
be used throughout gameplay.
Wetzel’s father played “Dungeons and
Dragons” in his childhood and wanted to share
those experiences with his son. The only problem is that times change and so did the rules
of “Dungeons and Dragons.” This is where
“Neverwinter Nights” entered in for Wetzel:
“My dad was the game master for his group.”
A game master is someone who creates
the world and the adventure, or adventures,
people will be going on throughout the gameplay with their character. “He ran all the games
so he never got to create characters,” Wetzel
explained. “There was one character that he

Senior linguistic anthropology major Joseph Wetzel.
Photo by Anton Zemba.

made, though, that he always told my siblings
and me about.”
In “Dungeons and Dragons” there are different races like Orcs, Elves, Paladins, Dwarves
and so on. There are also different classes like
rogue, warrior, mage and psychic. In the older
versions of “Dungeons and Dragons,” your
character creation dice rolls would not only
determine your skills, but also your race and
class options. Wetzel said, “My dad decided he
wanted to play a psychic Paladin. For this to
work, though, you would need all of your stats
insanely high to be a psychic Paladin.” This is
where the dice rolling came into play.
“Instead of ‘cheating’ his stats, he brought
dice into his basement and kept rolling until

he got the stats he wanted.” An average player
would take their first rolls as their skills for the
rest of the game. Whilst there is technically no
rule saying you cannot roll again; it is more so
going against the spirit of the game rather than
the written decrees about how one is supposed
to create a character.
What really made “Neverwinter Nights”
so impactful for Wetzel, though, was not this
aspect of creating a character, but what the role
of that character meant in the world. When it
came time for Joseph to create a character in
this game, he said, “I liked King Arthur a lot so
I chose to be a Paladin. I remember I took pickpocketing as a skill because I had played games
in the past. I knew what you were supposed to

do in games. You walk up to everyone in the
world and you take everything from them.”
This is characteristic of some game environments where you, as the player, are not
given consequences for your actions in game.
You can see this in games like “The Legend of
Zelda” (Nintendo). If you steal from a random
market person, your choices will not matter in
the larger scope of the game.
In “Neverwinter Nights,” these choices
have consequences which is something Wetzel
had never encountered in a game: “I start playing and walk up to someone and start doing the
thing where I walk around and take everything
from people. The game reacted with character’s
catching my pickpocketing and then attacking
me.”
Wetzel was confused; this had never
happened before in a game. When his father
arrived home from work later in the evening,
Wetzel had asked why he was attacked. “I
told him I made a Paladin and given him the
pickpocketing skill. My dad’s like, ‘that’s a silly
thing to do. Paladins are the good guys, they
don’t steal. You lose favor every time you steal
something.”
This cemented role-playing as one of
Wetzel’s favorite ways to play games. All of
a sudden, choices had consequences which
made the world of games more meaningful.
Wetzel, like his father, began to game master
“Dungeons and Dragons” games for others in
his neighborhood so they too could enjoy the
exciting world of role-playing.
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Photo Feature:
London Centre - Week Two with Caroline Garrow

Students attended an outdoor event entitled “Rise,” which detailed the history and revolutionary
spirit of the citizens within the London borough of Brent.
Senior Illyana Yates poses with a piece of treated wood, painted to look like slate, in the carpentry
workshop of the National Theatre.

The event [above] was part of the London Borough of Culture program, which seeks to feature the
history and culture of individual boroughs within London.

Hand-crafted horse puppet from the National Theatre’s 2007 production of War Horse.

Follow our social
media!
@TheLawrentian

/Lawrentian

@The_Lawrentian

Graphic by Genevieve Cook.
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Mads Layton

Wriston opens winter exhibitions

Staff Writer

______________________________________

Friday, Jan. 17, marked the
opening of the Wriston Art Center
Galleries Winter Exhibitions. Starting
at 6 p.m., the upper floor of Wriston
was bustling with people enjoying
refreshments and wandering the gallery to take in the new installations.
One of the featured artists, Maeve
Jackson, gave a talk to honor the
opening. Jackson is an emerging artist from Milwaukee who works mostly
in photography and videography. In
preparation for this event, Assistant
Professor of Art History, Curator of
the Wriston Art Center Galleries and
Museum Studies Interdisciplinary
Area Program Director Beth Zinsli
was in conversation with Jackson for
almost two years, first toying with
and then smoothing out the details
of an exhibition here at Lawrence.
Jackson began her talk in the Kohler
Gallery in front of her main installation piece, a towering structure of
corrugated tin that created a space for
two video channels to play simultaneously. This created a natural stage
where she faced a crowd of students
and Appleton residents.
Jackson explained that each of
the channels behind her were footage of two different residencies that
she has gone to since she finished her
bachelor’s degree at the Milwaukee
Institute of Art & Design in 2014.
Both channels — one from Scheifling,
Austria in 2016 and the other from
Wexford, Ireland in 2019 — explore
concepts of caretaking, movement

A view from within the gallery.
Photo by Sebastian Evans.

and identity. She spent much of her
time getting to know herself by using
her experience as the subject of much
of her filming. The result is a montage
that mirrors itself through images of
doing laundry, raking hay into piles
and moving through spaces that are
unfamiliar. She commented that these
everyday tasks of women made her
think more deeply about her place in

the world and who came ahead of her
to allow her that space. It also gave her
the opportunity to be director, editor
and performer in her own pieces. The
soundtrack of musicians in residency
with her became the guideline for the
editing that she would do.
A different body of Jackson’s
work was also shown in the slightly
smaller Hoffmaster Gallery. It con-

ing to many improvisational comedy
podcasts. “The group that inspired
me most is called Wild Horses,” said
Begholz, “an all-women improv team
based in L.A.” Foy was most inspired
by her older brother, Ryan, who she
said is “amazing at both improv and
stand-up comedy.” She noted that she
“probably wouldn’t have started if it
weren’t for him.” Her start was in high
school as a member of a small troupe
called “Harold and Maude.” She
added that she got more serious about
the troupe during her senior year,
when it “was something that brought
me a lot of peace throughout [her]
stressful senior year of high school.”
Both team members spoke
enthusiastically about Best Friends
Improv practices, which are “the
best part” according to Foy. Begholz
explained: “Practices usually involve
a quick warm-up to get us thinking on
our feet, and then we do scenes with
a focus on a specific skill we need to
work on as a team. Then we usually
end with a long form game, the ones
we do in the shows.” Foy added that
someone will often take notes dur-

ing the long game practices in order
to give feedback at the end. She also
alluded to a unique game that the
team made up, but insisted that it is
secret and only for team members.
For those interested in learning this secret game or in learning
more about improv comedy and joining in the fun, the team holds auditions each Fall Term. According to
Bergholz, auditions are very similar to
the team’s usual practices in that they
warm up and do scenes, trying to get
a feel for the potential team members.
Foy noted that improv comedy is “an
amazing outlet for anyone to perform,
break out of their shell, or even just
dip their toes into the comedy scene!”
This term, the team will put on
three performances, the first on Jan.
31, at 9 p.m. in Harper Hall. The team
will follow up with two additional
performances before spring break on
Feb. 21, and Mar. 13. Best Friends
Improv has a Facebook page where
those interested can get updates on
upcoming performances: facebook.
com/lawrenceimprov.

tains a collection of portraits that
were taken in various places from her
residencies and in the area around
her home. She went more in depth
here about the theme of her works,
“To Find the Stillness in Movement.”
Her use of object labels next to her
photographs highlighted the movement aspect of her works, as they
described where the people are from

as well as where the pictures were
taken. Jackson explained that she is
really drawn to this idea of movement. One way she emphasized it is
that the pictures were moved here to
be displayed. To push that even further, the pictures were presented in
frames that look like beehive screens,
which means they can be once again
packed away and moved. This thread
of movement wove its way through all
of her work in the Lawrence galleries,
even down to the fact that the tube
televisions showing videos of landscape were displayed in wheelbarrows
they had been brought in on.
Moving into the Leech Gallery,
the work of Helen Hyde was highlighted, as well as work from Bertha
Lum, Lillian May Miller, Hiroshi
Yoshida, Ito Shinsui, Hasui Kawase,
Utagawa Hiroshige and Ishikawa
Toyomasa. This exhibit, “Helen Hyde
and the Japanese Print Tradition,”
was an exploration of the Japanese
style of woodblock printing. On the
labels were details to look for within
the paintings that are distinct to the
style, giving viewers an opportunity to
compare them to the techniques they
are familiar with. The use of technique
varied slightly from one to the next,
but overall this exhibit was a collection
representing the female American artists that have more recently taken up
this process of printmaking as well as
the Japanese artists that have influenced them from the past.
The Wriston Center Art Galleries
are open to the public, and these
exhibits will be available to explore
throughout the rest of Winter Term.

Preview: Best Friends Improv Campus movie night

Georgia Greenberg

Arts & Entertainment Editor
______________________________________

A+E RADAR

On Jan. 31, Lawrence University’s
own Best Friends Improv Team will
host their first performance of 2020
in Harper Hall. The Lawrentian
spoke with sophomore team members
Emma Bergholz and Kelly Foy to preview the upcoming performance, and
to learn more about the team. Foy was
very excited for the team to have their
Harper Hall debut. She stated, “It’s
amazing to be able to host shows on
the same stage as such talented students,” such as conservatory performers. She added that finding a venue
to accommodate a “a wacky improv
show” is not always easy, but the team
is interested in exploring other spaces
in the upcoming year, such as Cloak
Theater.
Bergholz and Foy each spoke to
what drew them to the team and their
relationship to improv comedy. Both
team members first dabbled in the
form when they were in high school.
Bergholz took improv classes in high
school after being inspired by listen-

COMING UP:
1/24 8PM - SOUP: Comedian
Reem Edan, Warch Cinema
1/26 2PM - Open Gamelan
Workshop, Mursell House
1/26 7PM - Faculty Piano
Duos: Anthony Padilla and,
and Michael Mizrahi, Chapel

1/27 4:30PM - SOUP’S
WINTER CARNIVAL: Broomball
101, Ormsby Lake
1/27 8PM - Guest recital: C.J.
Camerieri, trumpet, Harper Hall
1/28 4:30PM - Classics Week
Play Reading - Euripides’
Medea, Memorial Hall 002

celebrates MLK day

Erin O’Brien
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On Wednesday, Jan. 15, the
Center for Community Engagement
and Social Change sponsored a showing of HBO’s “King in the Wilderness”
in the Warch Campus Center Cinema.
Students, staff and community members alike attended the event to kick
off a week of service and dedication
in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. The documentary, cataloging the
conflicts Dr. King struggled with in
the later chapters of his life, provided context and motivation for the
residence hall programming, campus
wide teach-ins about racial justice,
off-campus volunteering and celebration in the chapel that went on
throughout the weekend.
The documentary intersperses
historical footage with never-beforeseen interviews with those close to
Dr. King. While King was revered as
a great leader and catalyst of change
for obvious and groundbreaking reasons, the personal struggles he went
through to get there are frequently
underappreciated. He often felt conflicted between his obligations to his
family and his obligation to his cause
and the people who looked up to him,
and, according to those close to him,
he frequently felt he was not doing
enough in either capacity. Along with
his revolutionary strides as a leader
also came the pressure of high expectations, public approval and a feeling
of responsibility too large for any one
person to bear alone.
The more well-known, powerful and influential Dr. King became
as a force of good, the greater his
exposure to backlash and criticism
as well. White supremacists opposed
to desegregation measures, as well as
the FBI, President Lyndon B. Johnson
and other parts of the U.S. government presented a growing challenge

to the Reverend Doctor’s work and
well-being as he became even more
outspoken late in his life.
While President Johnson had
been relatively cooperative in the passing of domestic reforms such as the
1964 Civil Rights Act and 1965 Voting
Rights Act, he and Dr. King became
increasingly polarized on the issue of
imperialism and foreign policy. King
was reluctant to disrupt their amicable business relationship by speaking out about the Vietnam War for
tactical reasons, but eventually could
not compromise his conscience. On
Apr. 4, 1967, King spoke out against
President Johnson and the war he
viewed as an international extension of U.S. racism at the Riverside
Church in New York. This powerful
speech lost him political points with
moderate whites in the Democratic
Party who chose to stand by President
Johnson, and even with more moderate wings of the civil rights movement.
Subsequently, the backlash Dr. King
was already experiencing significantly intensified as he was labelled an
enemy of the state by J. Edgar Hoover
in the FBI COINTELPRO operation
surveilling Black liberation leaders.
It was following these developments
that King was assassinated.
“King in the Wilderness” offers
an important humanizing perspective
on one of the most influential U.S.
radicals of all time, reminding us of
King’s fallibility but also the strength
of his commitment and revolutionary drive. Anyone who missed the
opportunity to see this film in Warch
can stream it on Hulu or HBO Now.
Even if for those who were unable to
attend over MLK weekend, the film’s
message is enduringly relevant. For
further exploration of similar topics,
check out the documentary “13th” on
Netflix or any of James Baldwin’s novels in the Seeley G. Mudd Library, and
remember that Black revolutionaries
can be celebrated year-round.
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Contact improv group performs

Ursa Anderson
Staff Writer

______________________________________

On the evening of Friday, Jan.
17, the contact improvisation group
Set Go came to campus as the second
installment in the 2019-2020 Dance
Series put on by the university. Set
Go is a research and performance
ensemble founded in 2016 including five members with over 60 years
of contact improv experience combined among all of them as well as an
incredible background in dance and
education. Performers Sarah Konner,
Paul Singh, Bradley Teal Ellis, Shura
Baryshnikov and Aaron Brando put
on a jaw-dropping performance in
their piece “In Motion.” Along with
the dancers, there was also live improvised sound work with the help of
Associate Professor of Music Mark
Urness on bass, Instructor of Music
Matt Turner on electric cello and
Instructor of Music Loren Dempster
on cello. The Dance Series was put on
and organized by Instructor of Dance
Margaret Paek.
Set Go posed questions about
communication in the modern,
technology-reliant and disconnected
world and what form of communication works to humanize people
through it all. The group believes that
contact improv provides new modes
for people to connect in the current
world. According to them, dance

reveals identity, telling a story about
each individual and the histories of
an entire group. As they stated in the
“In Motion” program notes: “We telescope in and out, attentive to our own
somatic experience but also to those
who we are in direct relation to and to
a global sense of time and space within the composition. We attempt to
hold it all in our attention in Motion.”
The
performance
began
with Singh and Konner in duet.
Immediately, the audience latched
onto their seemingly gravity-defiant
movement. The more the two worked
themselves into the space, the more it
became apparent of their great relationship with one another and their
art. Each swift movement was so precise in its execution that it was difficult not to just watch in complete awe.
The lines they created with their arms
and legs were mesmerizing; it almost
felt like they were graceful blades of
grass or trees interacting with wind.
They soon came to a stop when Ellis
walked on in a bright red jumper and
stopped their dance with a quote that
seemed more directed at the audience
than at Singh and Konner’s dance. A
few of these “quote bombs” occurred
throughout the piece and acted as a
commentary on the issues Set Go were
confronting with their movement. In
the moments when all five of them
were performing, it was beautiful to
see all of their bodies communicating
in a fluid way that never felt weird or

unnatural. They moved so smoothly
and stepped so lightly that it was hard
to believe they were not in water or
air or some other place where gravity
would not be a factor. However, they
were also able to integrate a comedic
tone when there were openings where
it made sense, captivating the audience not only with their enchanting
skills but also with their wit. It was
a refreshing performance: fun and
elegant all in one.
At the end, the musicians and
dancers answered a few questions
about their work as improvisers. The
dancers expressed gratitude for the
live music. Brando said that it felt
like a “beautiful breeze passing by”
that he was able to notice and play
with. Baryshnikov commented in a
similar vein: it was like moving into
a lighted space that connected to
a somatic feeling. Speaking for the
musicians, Urness added that oftentimes it felt like there was a kind of
tension between them and the dancers because they were trying to make
the sound match the movement but
also make the dancers match their
sound. Urness stated that for him it
is important for the music to have
its own integrity, same as the dancers. Contact improv, for Set Go, is
organized around community building and inviting people into the space.

LU Live showcases variety of talent

Sam Goldbeck
Staff Writer

______________________________________

ADVERTISE
EXPOSURE

In an event organized by WLFM
and SOUP, a handful of musicians
competed for a paid gig by performing
songs for an audience of Lawrentians,
who then decided which act to award
the opportunity of a performance
with a monetary stipend. All of the
performers were excellent, but only
one act was able to land the gig.
Senior and WLFM co-president Molly
Reese hosted the event; junior Adona
Lauriano said that she did a great
job of keeping the event on track and
handling any small issues that arose.
Lauriano said of the event overall,
“The musicians were all amazing, I
had a great time, and I can’t wait for
the next LU Live.”
First up was senior Daniel Green,
who did a set of a few rap songs that
he wrote and produced. They ranged
from hype and motivational anthems
to more earthbound concerns like
run-ins with the police and his experience as a Black man in America.
Green did a fantastic job of getting
the crowd riled up and excited for the
coming performances.
Up next was senior Caro Granner
and sophomore Moreau Halliburton,
who performed three of Granner’s
songs. Granner played guitar and was
supported by Halliburton on percussion. They performed a trio of lovely
folksy pop songs that warmed the
hearts and put a smile on the face of
everyone watching.
Sophomore Kyree Allen stunned
as the third performer as he sang
beautiful piano-assisted tunes that
he wrote himself. To paraphrase his
words, Allen injected a healthy dose
of “magic” into the proceedings with
his otherworldly voice. He ended his
set with a poem that was not written

Junior Jacob Deck performs a solo on his harp.
Photo by Georgia Greenberg.

by him, but that fit snugly with his
message of spreading magic around
your community.
Junior Jacob Deck followed this
up with a very charming set of tunes
that he performed on the harp and
flute respectively. He did his own
singing of what sounded like Irish folk
jigs or sea shanties. It was a refreshing
change of genre and landed the audience in a headspace that was reminiscent of a different time and place.
Finally, the audience got a brief
performance from seniors Matthew
Wronksi on the violin and Amos
Egelston on the trumpet who played
interesting, melodic tunes that sounded as if they were improvised. Due to
some technical difficulties and lack of
time, they were not able to perform
the full extent of their set, but it was
still worthwhile to hear what they had
to play for us, considering it was a bit
more down to earth than the previous
performances.
In a last-minute addition, junior
George Medina jumped up to perform

Make your
message
stand out
and be
heard.

one song to round out the evening.
Although he did not compete in the
final selection, Medina’s performance
solidified the evening as an incredible
opportunity not only for Lawrentian
performers, but also for Lawrentian
audience members — rarely has a
Lawrence stage seen such diversity
of form and style, with such care and
proficiency.
The audience was asked to
applaud the people that they wanted
to win after all of the performers had
finished, and the lineup was quickly
reduced to a toss-up between Granner
and Halliburton, as one team, and
Allen as the other. The volume of the
applause for Allen was clearly stronger
than that of Granner and Halliburton,
so the award went to him. Everyone
deserved to win, though; you could
even say that everyone who attended
LU Live, be they spectators or performers, were winners that night for
taking part in such a magical event.

To advertise in
The
Lawrentian,
contact
lawrentian@
lawrence.edu.

Where is Greta Gerwig,
you cowards??

Mary Grace Wagner
Columnist

______________________________________

“Congratulations to those men,”
said actress and writer Issa Rae after
announcing the Best Director Oscar
nominees on the morning of Monday,
Jan. 13. Her words, though said in
passing, dripped with the disaffected
contempt of a woman scorned. There
are a lot of trends in the past week’s
Oscars nominations that I do not care
for, such as the nomination of only
one actor of color for an acting award
(Cynthia Erivo for Harriet), the lack of
acting nominations for roles in foreign
language films and the continual presence of “Joker” in this awards season,
but nothing reflects a worse trend
in Oscars history than the omission
of women directors from the Best
Director category.
Since the first Academy Awards
in 1929, only five women have been
nominated for Best Director, starting with Lina Wertmüller for “Seven
Beauties” in 1976 and most recently
with Greta Gerwig for “Lady Bird” in
2017. The only win for a female director ever was Katheryn Bigelow for
“Hurt Locker” in 2009.
At the dawn of the silent era,
women directors were much more
common, as movie making was sort
of a free-for-all. However, when the
studio system was created, women
were mostly shut out from creative
leadership roles. In American film,
throughout most of the 20th century,
women were not directing because of
lack of access, the refusal of studios
to take a “risk” by letting a woman
behind the camera and other blatantly
sexist rules and norms.
That is not to say that there
were no women directing films then,
because there were, they were just
few and far between and, as I have
mentioned, rarely got any professional recognition. I would be remiss
if I wrote an article about women
directors and didn’t mention Penny
Marshall (“A League of their Own”),
Mary Harron (“American Psycho”) or
Sofia Coppola (“Lost in Translation”).
But here is what makes this year
different. 2019 saw the largest number of female directors making serious Oscar contenders ever. Research
from USC’s Annenberg Inclusion
Initiative shows the percentage of
women directors in the top 100 gross-

ing films of each year doubled from
2018 to 2019. The showing from
women this past year has been enormous and amazing. Just a short list
includes Lulu Wang’s “The Farewell,”
Marielle Heller’s “A Beautiful Day in
the Neighborhood,” Lorene Scafaria’s
“Hustlers,” Kasi Lemmons’ “Harriet,”
Melina Matsoukas’ “Queen & Slim,”
Alma Har’el’s “Honey Boy,” Olivia
Wilde’s “Booksmart” and of course
“Little Women,” directed by Greta
Gerwig, who many consider to be
snubbed from this year’s best director
nominations.
One of the reasons many have
justified this snub is because the male
Academy voters (who make up the
majority of the directors’ bloc) just
did not go see “Little Women,” which
may be true, because although “Little
Women” earned a Best Picture and
two acting nominations for Saoirse
Ronan and Florence Pugh, the acting
categories have a much more diverse
voting bloc, and every academy voter
votes for Best Picture. Not to mention
that up to ten films can be nominated
for Best Picture, while only five directors can be nominated for their work.
But even with the radical expansion
and diversification of Academy voters
in the years since #OscarsSoWhite,
we still see white male domination in
major categories.
What makes this so mind boggling is that Greta Gerwig is an
accomplished, previously nominated
director: she has backing from major
studios, industry ties up the wazoo
and, dare I say it, a partner who is an
accomplished filmmaker as well. Oh,
yeah, she is also white. If she cannot
get a nomination now, then think of
how many years it is going to take
to see a woman win again or see a
woman of color even get nominated.
In past years the “there aren’t
enough female directors in Hollywood”
was a logical excuse for the gender
disparity behind the camera because
the film industry is a massive one
with lots of resistance to change, but
now it is just no longer valid. There
are plenty of women directing movies
— and they are good movies, movies
that are making tons of money and are
garnering critical acclaim. The film is
there and the talent is there. Now the
establishment needs to grant them the
same prestige that they have lauded
men with for years.
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Staff Editorial:

Building a stronger community at LU
Lawrence is a university that prides itself on a small, tight-knit community. One key selling
point by the admissions team is the small class sizes that allow students to build more meaningful
relationships with each other and their professors. Outside the classroom, events like the annual
President’s Ball, Greek Week and LUaroo bring large groups of students together to destress from
classwork and have fun. However, in spite of these occasional events, the feelings of community at
Lawrence have been lacking in recent years. Whether a part of our campus culture or a lack of social
events, students struggle to make friends or branch out from their immediate circles.
One issue is that campus events are often restricted to residence halls or certain groups of students. Campus life events have a tendency to focus on first-year students, who may need help finding
friends and a sense of belonging. These events exclude the vast majority of the student body, and
don’t acknowledge that these struggles can affect students in any class. They also force first-years to
only make friends with other freshmen, and discourage them from getting to know people in other
halls.
Problems with class specific events also affect seniors. Many events, like 200 Days celebration,
are in the Viking Room (VR). This can be problematic for plenty of reasons. First of all, some seniors
are not yet 21, which excludes them from milestone events they may feel are rites of passage. This
was not always an issue. When the VR was founded, the drinking age in Wisconsin was 18, and
almost all Lawrence students could take part. Now, the VR serves no more than a quarter of the
student body. Aside from legal constraints, there are plenty of students who do not drink, or require
sober spaces for other reasons such as religion. This issue also sheds light on the reliance of the
campus community on alcohol culture.
As an Editorial Board of mostly upperclassmen, we noted that because of the limitations of these
types of events, it is nearly impossible to build relationships with anyone outside of clubs, sports or
classes. We need to see more events that welcome all students to interact with each other. Events
that are held in the Warch Campus Center, like the President’s Ball or special comedy shows, can be
a draw for all, and allow the space for hundreds of students to get involved and have fun. There are
also opportunities to use our graduating classes and class colors to excite people into participating
in events. One idea would be something like a Class Olympics. Each class could compete against one
another in fun events and possibly raise money for a charity or for more student events. This would
be an awesome way to bring the campus together and do something helpful for the community
around us.
The disconnect in campus community that only seems to get worse as the years go on. If
Lawrence is to keep basing its draw on its small size, events need to be structured as to avoid the
paradoxical effect of social isolation. Faces on campus are more unfamiliar than ever, and in the dark
winter hours we all could use more friends to keep us warm.
Letters to the Editor can be sent in to Opinions & Editorials Editor, Max Craig, at lawrentian@lawrence.edu. We
review all letters and consider them for publication. The Lawrentian staff reserves the right to edit for clarity,
decency, style and space. All letters should be submitted on the Monday before publication, and should not be
more than 350 words.

Michele Haeberlin
Staff Writer

______________________________________

CORE is something almost
all of you should be able to recognize to some degree. For transfer
students coming to Lawrence in
their sophomore years or above,
CORE sadly may not have been a
part of your Lawrence experience
at all. But for all of you who came
here as awkward little freshman
babies, CORE was a part of your
first year whether you wanted it
to be or not.
Remember CORE? For those
of you who peaced out after
the mandatory events during
Welcome Week, CORE may have
been nothing more than a place
where you saw the people you
would be suffering through Plato’s
“Republic” with, and where you
were told about a bunch of fun
events that you probably thought
yourself too cool to attend. And
that is OK! CORE is not for everyone, and for those of you who
barely attended meetings, you
may have missed out on some fun
bonding and free snacks, but you
obviously figured out how to survive freshman year on your own,
so good job.
But honestly, even despite
my bias as a former CORE leader,
I would argue CORE truly is for
everyone. When people come to
Lawrence for the first time, they

Executive function
versus the world

Nero Grok- Gallagher

Staff Writer
_________________________________

Throughout college I have
become increasingly aware of my
autism and its effect on my perception of the world. Gradually
adopting adult tasks has exacerbated struggles that were otherwise benign in childhood. One
facet that I think is particularly
important to discuss among autistic adults is that of executive function.
Cynthia Kim, in her blog
“Musings of an Aspie,” said, “In
practice, executive function is
a slippery concept. Sometimes
it looks like responsibility.
Sometimes it looks like self-discipline. Sometimes it looks like
being a competent adult. If you
have poor EF, people might
mistake you for being disorganized, lazy, incompetent, sloppy
or just plain not very bright.
Why? Because executive function
encompasses so many essential
areas of daily living. Nearly everything we do calls on areas of executive function. Cooking. Cleaning.
Parenting. Work. School. Selfcare.”
My struggle with executive
function manifests itself in various college life situations. Labs,
cooking, jobs, studying, grocery
shopping, socializing and general
errands that need to get done.
It can be very frustrating to be
unable to do things that society

No more CORE

are more than likely leaving their
family to go to school somewhere
farther away from home for the
first time, and they are also now
engaging with a much more rigorous academic program. These
alone are big and stressful changes, not to mention on top of that
most students probably did not
know a single person when they
first got here. The average new
freshman is going to be dealing
with some big ol’ life changes and
going through various stages of
stress as they figure out who they
are going to be on campus.
CORE can be a safe space, a
place for you to have a support
system made up of fellow sufferers of freshman year as well
as some upperclassmen who can
provide some advice for how to
survive. Honestly, in its truest
form, CORE is a Survival 101
class for freshmen on how to live
through Lawrence culture and
make it out the other side — and
hopefully not become avid players of the Lawrence Game. It is a
place where you can ask the questions you may be too embarrassed
to ask your peers or professors,
like how to do laundry or if campus safety is scary or why the river
bugs are a thing dear God why
make it stop there are so many of
them — anyways.
Within CORE, students who
more often than not do not yet

have a support-based community
on campus can find others looking for the same thing and come
together to help each other out,
whether that means studying for a
test, complaining about Bon App
or trying to break into the Nipple
of Knowledge. I am still friends
with many of the people who were
in my own CORE group, and it is
fun to see them across campus
and see how we have changed
since our awkward first-year
selves — or stayed the same, in
my case.
I understand I cannot speak
for everyone here, because I was
lucky to both have a great CORE
group as a freshman where my
friend Lizzy brought her pet rat
to run around and we talked
about everything and had yummy
snacks. We had a great group
of Corgis as a CORE leader who
I still meet up with to check in
with them and see how cute they
are. Some people did not have
the positive experiences that I
did in CORE, but despite the fact
that CORE may not have affected
every single student on campus
like it did for me, I still think the
decision to no longer have CORE
on our campus is a big mistake.
CORE is not perfect, it still
does not reach as many students
as it could and the drop-out rate
of CORE as the weeks progress
into a term is still always on a
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positive slope. Even just deciding
to discontinue CORE meetings
into Winter Term this year shows
how little attendance it often had
previously in winter trimesters.
Also, CORE still needs to work
on reaching out to conservatory and international students to
help incorporate them more on
campus. But despite its imperfections, I truly believe CORE is in
no way beyond salvation. All the
problems I mentioned are easily solved, especially if they are
allowed to be solved by fellow
students.
The best part about CORE is
that it is by students, for students,
from students. The person who
you have as your CORE leader is
not some distant hired RHD or
professor; they are another student on campus who cares enough
about your experience on campus
that they are willing to put time in
every week to be there for you and
support you. That right there, that
sense of giving and community,
is the best part of CORE, and it
is also a crucial part of what it
means to be a Lawrentian — finding time in our crazy schedules to
help each other however we can.
CORE overall has a strong
and positive impact on our campus, not just for the freshmen
but also for the upperclassmen
who are willing to help out and
become CORE leaders. The value

presents as so simple.
Sometimes, I know that I
need to do a thing at some point,
but it is like there is an inhibitor in my brain that is like, “Nah
bro, chill out,” and so I procrastinate. Of course, if I continued to
live this way, I would get nothing
done and would struggle for quite
some time. So I must develop
mechanisms through which I can
thrive.
For cooking, I simply have
to accept the fact that I will have
to improve through practice, and
that I may or may not take longer than the average individual.
Grocery shopping is an entirely different problem, since that
requires planning, cooking skills
and the ability to step foot in a
grocery store without having an
onslaught of sensory stimuli overwhelm me. My primary strategy
with groceries is to stick with the
dishes I already know, and in that
way, I do not think about what I
need as much. I just have to grab
them and go.
Labs, meanwhile: I do not
think I will ever be good at labs.
They horrify me. You have all this
new technical equipment to play
with and there is some person
with a PhD talking to everyone
from the front of the classroom,
saying some mumbo jumbo about
whatsit and giving instructions;
suddenly you are thrown into the
thick of it and are expected to

See page 12

of this sense of community on
campus will be sorely missed if
Lawrence truly does not bring
CORE back in some degree next
year.
In the email all CORE leaders received, it was stated that
the main reason CORE would no
longer continue was because the
grant to support CORE funding
has run out. I personally think
that this reason is pretty lame in
comparison to the positive effect
CORE has on campus, and that
if we students really want to, we
can rally together to either get
new funding or figure out a new
way to reinvent CORE so it costs
the school less without raising our
student activity fees more.
In conclusion, here is a
quote from a corgi of mine who
had been planning on becoming
a CORE leader next year. “My
CORE leaders taught me I can
still be friends with upperclassmen, despite being a first-year. I
still talk to them and most everyone in my CORE group this term,
even though we don’t have classes
or meetings together because my
group helped broaden my perspective and find my own unique
identity — if it weren’t for CORE,
I would not be the person I am
today.”
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Hermit crabs
are not starter pets!

Allegra C. Taylor
News Editor

______________________________________

It is a common occurrence
on a trip to the beach. A vendor
on the boardwalk peddling adorable, quarter-sized crustaceans in
tiny, wire cages. A small crab in a
brightly painted shell: what better way to remember your seaside
vacation than to take a piece of
the ocean home with you? These
unfortunate critters rarely live
longer than a few months — a
year if they are lucky.
It would surprise most people to learn that hermit crabs,
when cared for properly, can and
frequently do live up to 40 years.
Unfortunately, even pet stores
provide misinformation on the
care of these amazing animals,
often providing new hermit crab
owners with improperly sized
enclosures, inappropriate sand
mixtures, unhealthy food and
water solutions and dangerous
toys.
Hermit crabs are no easy pet
to own. Initial tank set-ups cost
upwards of $100 for the right
materials. The minimum recommended tank size for two crabs
is a 29-gallon aquarium, as the
crabs need ample space to burrow
in the sand for de-stressing and
molting. And it is necessary to
have at least two crabs, because
despite the name, hermit crabs
are extremely social creatures and
live in large groups in the wild.
It is also necessary to house hermit crabs in a sealed aquarium,
as the animals breathe through
modified gills that will become

permanently damaged if they are
in conditions with less than 80%
humidity for too long.
These things are only the
beginning of a long list of things
that pet stores do not tell new
hermit crab owners. Other necessities are multiple extra unpainted shells of the proper size for
each crab to prevent fighting, a
minimum of six inches of sand in
the tank and an under-the-tank
heater (UTH) to maintain proper
heat without zapping humidity. In
addition to these, the crabs need
their food and water changed at
least every three days to maintain
health.
When properly cared for, the
most common species of hermit
crab pets in the U.S. (the purple
pincher) can grow to be the size
of a baseball. The oldest crab currently in captivity is a 44-year-old
purple pincher named Jonathan
Livingston Crab. His owner lives
in Florida and allows the jumbo
crab to roam free in her home.
Although not many people
give a second thought to hermit
crabs, they are immensely complex and interesting creatures
that can live extremely long lives
if the correct attention is devoted
to them. I hope that in the future,
more awareness is brought to
what the real requirements are for
owning these magnificent animals
so that we can reduce the number
of hermit crabs that live pitifully
short lives in woefully inappropriate conditions. Accurate info
on hermit crabs can be found on
crabstreetjournal.org.
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Local Nerd’s Hot Take:
“The Witcher” is... fine. And that’s OK!
Zach Fithian

Columnist
_________________________________

When we talk about works of
film, and I mean primarily films
and TV shows, we usually think
of them on a spectrum of good
to bad. From this, we collectively
deduce that the better a film production is, the more it is worth
watching, and vice versa, unless
we are talking about the “so bad
that they’re good” movies. But
what about movies or TV shows
that are in the gray area, that
are just OK? These are often cast
aside as “forgettable,” “lackluster”
or “unimaginative” and are summarily ignored, sometimes even
before reaching a wide audience.
When Netflix’s “The Witcher”
was a few weeks from release, I
began to read the disappointed
reviews of the show, and boy did
I fear that condemnation of mediocrity. I was really hoping that
the series could get a solid film
adaptation, since the games and
books are so interesting and rich,
but I accepted its seemingly inevitable fate and prepared for what I
thought would be a march to its
untimely grave. However, upon
the show’s release, I was shocked
to see it quickly climb in popularity in mere days, eventually to
the point of being even higher in
demand than “The Mandalorian.”
Struck with hope and curiosity, I
began to watch the show myself to
form my own opinion on the matter, and I ended up thinking what
the reviewers thought: it was,
well, fine. The characters were
likeable but could have benefitted

from more depth, the plot of the
season might have been better
concluded with an extra episode,
the fight scenes could have been
made more interesting and shot
better — I could keep going, but
in the end, I enjoyed watching it!
Yes, it was mediocre, but it was
worth the watch, and we should
not think that something that is
just “meh” is not worth our time.
But hang on, why is an OK
show — I am focusing on shows
here, rather than movies — like
“The Witcher” worth spending
time on? Well, for starters, shows
that are lacking something tell
you what they are lacking. When
I watched an episode of “The
Witcher” that left me at all disappointed, I knew what it was that
bugged me: flat exchanges of dialogue, missed opportunities for
development, poorly explained
lore, etc. Thus, thinking about
what in the show I did not enjoy
made me think about what I do
look for in a show. Flat exchanges
made me realize the importance
of lively dialogue, lack of development showed me that character
growth is meaningful to me and
lore that was left to the imagination taught me that I enjoy understanding a film’s world. Watching
something that is substandard
makes you see what your standards are, and there is nothing
wrong with that.
Furthermore, the thing about
TV shows is that they are usually
more likely to be followed by a
second season than a movie is to
be followed by a sequel. If a show
gets a decent initial response, it

might take the risk of making
another season to see if the following response grows and brings
in more revenue. Movies are typically much more expensive to produce, and plus there is the issue of
getting people to come out of the
comfort of their homes and pay
$12 for a ticket, and so making
a sequel is a greater risk than a
second season — again, usually.
This is to say that if a show is OK
and perhaps has a good structure
or premise, it is worth watching
and supporting its development.
Not every show can come out
of the gate looking like “Game
of Thrones” or “Breaking Bad;”
some need to work through their
growing pains to find their identity and iron out the kinks. Plenty
of beloved shows have done
this in the past — think of “The
Office,” or its superior spiritual
successor, “Parks and Recreation”
— yeah, I said it. These two comedies had painful opening seasons,
but some elements that could be
salvaged were while being further
developed, and now “Parks and
Recreation” characters come up
in GIFs all over the internet, while
“The Office” is mentioned in lifeless Tinder bios everywhere. And
while it is true that dramas like
“The Witcher” vary greatly from
comedies, it still holds true that
many shows produce their best
seasons late in their run, rather
than immediately from the start.
Well what does all this mean,
then? Should we all just start
watching lame shows and abandon the good ones? Absolutely
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What in the World: Climate proselytization

Luther Abel

Columnist
_________________________________

The world is warming over
time. A majority of scientists think
this will likely cause widespread
destruction. Climate data appears
to indicate this phenomenon is
at least somewhat impacted by
the actions — and inactions — of
man. However, some folks just do
not seem to care, or call climate
change a hoax. What does a climate-conscious Lawrentian do in
the face of such willful ignorance?
As much as Green New Deals and
shouting on street corners can be
exciting or cathartic, this writer
would humbly suggest a softer,
more collaborative touch.
I made a quick survey of
things as they stand and where
the folks are who need to be convinced by an activist. Millennials
and Gen Z generally are sensitive to climate change and pollution more generally. An Amnesty
International survey of those
aged 18 to 25 found 41% consider climate change the number one threat facing the world.
Interestingly, Gen Z conservatives
and libertarians — often pilloried
for being big business-hugging
green haters — were found by
Pew Research to have a significant 47% agreement that they had
observed the negative effects of

climate change personally.
Furthermore, these rightleaning Gen Z people (41%) felt
that government climate policies did more good than harm
while acknowledging the economy would likely suffer as a
result (46%). Compare that to
their boomer counterparts on the
right who clocked in at 29% and
54% respectively. Now you may
be thinking, “Those numbers are
hardly impressive, none of them
even grade above 50%.” Toss
aside that defeatist attitude.
There is, as evidenced above,
discernible progress inter-generationally. Instead of being a
nakedly partisan issue as climate
change has become among the
older generations, a Gen Z of
most any political stripe can find
common ground with their peers
that global warming exists — at
least to some degree — and there
are ways to reduce one’s personal
contribution to warming and useful debates to be had about macro
solutions.
Climate change proselytization has exhibited two major strategic flaws in the last decade and
a half. The first is some climate
activists’ doomsday predictions
that would be more at home on
an end-of-time preacher’s channel, where for a small donation
of $99.95 you too can know when

Christ will return. Much like these
dubious reverends, climate activists can fall prey to their worse
impulses by making grossly inflated claims about climate change’s
impact, usually by making bold
predictions that are proven false.
An example of emotionprovoking alarmism gone awry
occurred with Glacier National
Park sheepishly having to replace
signs that erroneously stated
their signature glaciers would be
entirely melted by 2020, according to CNN. Master of hyperbole,
Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
famously stated in 2019 that it is
her fear that “the world is going
to end in 12 years if we don’t
address climate change,” according to USA Today. A large part of
convincing people you are right
is to not say or do boneheaded
things. These two examples make
a serious concern seem laughable,
unserious and meme-worthy.
The second stumbling point
for climate activists is their prescribed macro solutions. This is
where climate activists fail most
grievously if their goal is to create a worldwide movement that
incentivizes carbon output reduction and finding alternative fuel
sources. The best way to get people to do what you want them to
do is to convince them that their
lives will be materially or socially

better for having met you. What
do unserious activists do? Propose
legislation like the “Green New
Deal” that is a laundry list of quality of life reductions.
People like their cars, they
like meat and they like taking
vacations. What folks rarely get
excited about is public transportation and premiums on hamburger patties. You may think,
“So what, if they will not change
voluntarily? Then the government will force them to one way
or the other.” Not going to win
many over that way, I can assure
you. The second activists start
sounding like nags, there will be
a natural resentment of them and
a reactionary element will spring
forth.
So what can one do? You
genuinely care about the planet,
others seeming not to give a darn
discourages you, especially when
they seem to be the ones with all
the power — both economic and
political. Do the easy stuff. Limit
your use of non-essentials, buy
from businesses who care about
the same things you do and when
you meet someone who seems
unconcerned about the fate of the
planet, ask and listen to why that
is. Speak little and listen a lot.
There are few people who genuinely do not care about the planet.
Understand that “climate change”

as a term has political baggage.
The health of our world is not
inherently left or right-wing and
each has something to contribute.
I applaud the left for their
ability to make people care. I
think their emotional messaging
on the subject — when correctly
tempered — is admirable. Their
shortfall is thinking that onerous
and regressive policies will reduce
emissions meaningfully. On the
right, I worry we look too often at
the left’s concerns for the climate
and instead of acknowledging the
future threat, use the far left’s
alarmism to dismiss the matter
whole hog. What conservatives
correctly offer are policies to alleviate cost-jacking and useless
regulations on nuclear energy.
Nukes are for now the best means
of clean energy and the right’s
defense of the market’s ability to
provide solutions is praiseworthy.
Everyone has something to
contribute, so look for the common ground even in fallow soil.
Agree? Strongly disagree? Let
me know at abell@lawrence.edu.
Care to discuss current events
in a small group setting, with an
emphasis on healthy and productive debate? Email me to join The
Twaddlers, Lawrence’s premier
current events club.
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Photo Poll

Sarah Navy

Staff Photographer

What event would you like to see on campus?
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“A Beyonce performance.”
-- Kelly Vences

“An event that exposes the
tumultuous moments of Lawrence’s
history.”
-- O’Ryan Brown

“I would like to have a campus wide
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““I would love to have more
on-campus music festivals that
students and outside groups could
participate in.”
-- Earl Simons

“More food related events. ”
-- Georgia Greenberg

“An all campus pep rally.”
-- Nadir Carlson
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“A dance workshop from an outside
company. ”
-- Mikaela Orange

“A cultural food day. ”
-- VP Christopher Card

“Culinary classes.”
-- Smailyn Nicasio
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know the content, equipment and
to follow procedures — it is a lot.
Oftentimes I have let my lab partners do the bulk of the thinking
and simply delegated myself to
the manual labor.
Studying can also be a problem for me, particularly when
there are numerous distractions
around me. Friends, people,
bright lights, my phone, etc. It is
very difficult for me to just zero in
on a given task and maintain that
focus for an extended period of
time. I love the library, but I often
find myself extremely distracted
there, particularly on the first and
second floors. Yes, it is true that I
could drag myself up to the third
or fourth floor. However, in my

Nerdy Hot Take
continued from page 11

not! You watch whatever you
want to satisfy your cinematic
itch; however, the next time a
show catches your attention, but
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humble opinion, those parts of
the library are not as pleasing of
study spaces. They are so closequarters, quiet and dusty that you
cannot help feeling like you are in
“The Shining.”
My method of overcoming
my issues with self-discipline is to
write a to-do list prior to each day
and to hold myself accountable to
it when feasible. It is not a perfect
system, but it helps me get a lot of
things done. Sometimes I wander
around campus in search of a
place that will be less distracting.
Even when I do find one, it is still
difficult because my mind finds
ways to distract itself. Beyond my
own capacity for self-improvement, it is also necessary for me
to rely on my friends for help. I
do not think I would have made it
this far without the patience and
understanding of those closest to
me, and for that I am grateful.

you dismiss it because of C-grade
reviews — do not. Give it a chance!
You may just find yourself learning something new about how
you enjoy film, or you may help
inspire improvements in the
series. Or, if nothing else, you
may just be lightly entertained,
and what is so bad about that?
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